FOREIGN LANGUAGES CENTRE

The Foreign Languages Centre at the University of Lodz is an interfaculty organsational unit specialising in teaching foreign languages. At present it employs about 86 foreign language lecturers teaching the most important European languages and Chinese at all faculties of the University of Lodz. For many years our centre has been enjoying a very good renown among our university authorities, students and our community. Our employees use the most modern methods and techniques of foreign language teaching. Every lecturer is able to run language courses at elementary (A1 and A2), intermediate (B1 and B2) and advanced (C1 and C2) levels combining teaching of foreign languages (general and for special purposes). Quite many lecturers run foreign language courses at the Faculty of Law and Administration, Economics and Management. These faculties offer courses for future, broadly understood, civil servants and business specialists.

The Foreign Languages Centre, University of Lodz, has been organising different types of exams leading to certificates not only of our university but also of international organisations specialising in such programmes for many years.

Our center combines long years of professonal experience with innovations in foreign language teaching. 

telc

The Foreign Languages Centre of the University of Lodz   runs a network of telc examination centres providing exams  in 6 languages: English, German, Russian, French,  Spanish and Italian ; levels A1 to C1 according to Common European Framework of Reference.  Telc-GmbH is an institution that creates both general and specialized tests in 12 languages and issues certificates. Telc-GmbH was set up  40 years ago and The Foreign Language Centre has been its representative for 17 years.

Telc-GmbH is a member of ALTE and is the only examination centre offering exams in different languages while other well known worldwide institutions focus on one language.

 The Foreign Languages Centre of the University of Lodz network consists of Universities, Technical Universities, Academies of Economics, other Academies and also typical language schools.  The Foreign Languages Centre runs permanent training sessions and seminars for examiners and   recently has even helped in organising final exams for those who attend courses funded  by  the EU from all over our country. A lot of academies and language schools have joined our network and   this fact   not only emphasizes the popularity of telc exams  but also promotes  the Foreign Languages Centre of the University of Lodz.     

TOLES

The Foreign Languages Centre at the University of Lodz became in 2007 an exam centre for organizing TOLES examinations (Tests of Legal English Skills ). The TOLES examinations were developed to meet the demand from law firms, companies, legal institutions, lawyers and law students for an accurate method of assessing an individual's legal English. The tests allow lawyers and law students to prove their ability to cope with everyday practical tasks in English when working in a legal office or studying in the law faculty. The exams are very practical and are tests of knowledge of up-to-date legal English. They are not exams in English or American law. The language and terminology tested by TOLES reflect international commercial transactions in today's global market. There are 3 levels to the NEW TOLES exam series: 

TOLES Advanced 

TOLES Higher 

TOLES Foundation.

The Foreign Languages Centre also runs courses of legal English.

ACCUEIL

Accueil  is an international certificate for tourism & hospitality industries.The exam is available in 3

languages: English, German, French. For students wishing to pursue a career in the following 

5 job profiles : waiter/ess, receptionist, travel agent, tourist information office clerk & manager. It has been adopted to Common European Framework of the Council of Europe standards-

levels available: A2 to B2 / levels C in progress/.The modular structure of the examination 

makes it student friendly. Students can choose modules appropriate to their job profiles.

Recommended by the Swiss Hotel Organization – Hotellieriesuisse.

BIZNES - KONTAKT

For over 12 years, that is since 1995, Studium Języków Obcych UŁ (Foreign Languages  Centre of the University of Lodz) has run a commercial special purposes course of Business Russian  „BIZNES-KONTAKT” designed especially for people wishing to sit for the International Certification Examination held by the Pushkin State Russian Language Institute and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Russian Federation - „Russkij jazyk diełowogo obszczienia. Biznies i kommiercia. Sriednij urowień” (Business Russian. Intermediate level).


The course has gained popularity not only among the students and graduates of the University of Łódź and the Technical University of Lodz, but it is also well attended by corporate clients – company employees. So far, the examination pass rate has amounted to 99.9%.

16th IATEFL CONFERENCE
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With reference to  the IATEFL (International Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language in Poland) conference organised by Foreign Languages Centre, University of Lodz on 21-23.09.07 herewith we present a short report on the event.

The 16th IATEFL CONFERENCE attracted nearly 950 participants, which has been the largest number so far. This included not only English teachers from all over the country but a group of leading specialists in language teaching methodology and psycholinguistics as well as guests from Poland and abroad.

 Over 90 speakers, among them: Paul Seligson, Hugh Dellar, Mario Rinvolucri and Tom Hutchinson, delivered lectures and conducted workshops.  Furthermore, for the first time Polish was one of the conference languages, which attracted teachers of other languages. 

However, the conference was not just seminars. On the contrary, it was also an important event in the publishing sector. We hosted over 30 publishers (among them: Pearson, MM Publications, City&Guilds, Lagenscheidt, Cambridge UP, Oxford UP, Macmillan, Express Publishing) in the Auditorium Lounge of the Economics and Sociology Faculty and the Polish Publishing House Wydawnictwo Szkolne PWN which celebrated its anniversary and announced signing an exclusive contract with Richmond Publishing. A huge layer cake at Saturday’s ‘Gala Dinner’ in the Law Faculty Auditorium and the Grupa MoCarta (the MoCart Group) concert marked the occasion.

On the previous day, due to our collaboration with the Bureau of Promotion, Tourism and International Cooperation, the participants had an opportunity to take part in a guided tour of the best known monuments in Lodz. Not only did those visiting the city for the first time enjoy the tour but those who had been here before as well for they had the opportunity to see historically and architecturally attractive sights they had not been familiar with.

The event as huge as ours, which involved providing the participants with accommodation, full board and entertainment, would have been impossible to organise without sponsors. Both money and material donations enabled us to prepare conference packets and to hold numerous prize draws during the closing ceremony.

Moreover, what made the Lodz conference unique was the great emphasis put by the organising committee on promoting both the city itself and the Lodz province. Not only did it embrace the materials distributed among the participants during the conference but numerous accompanying events as well. In addition, a quiz on Lodz and the Lodz province was organised, which familiarised the audience with the history and attractions of the city in a light-hearted manner. Above all, a great effort was undertaken to associate the excellent organisation with the conference in Lodz.

We hope our objective was achieved; from the 231 questionnaires collected in three days, more than 90 % had described the main conference aspects, i.e. organisation (venue, service) as well as lectures and workshops, as either very good or living up to their expectations.

On behalf of the 16th IATEFL conference organising committee we would like to express our sincere gratitude for your support. 

